THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
her gigantic task of developing the free institutions of
a self-governing state/  He adds:
'The treaty was based upon the assumption that in
the long run the interests of the foreign nations trading
with China would be better served by such a policy of
self-denial as the treaty provided than by any selfish
exploitation of China. Thus the assertions of the
Ttmes as to China's lack of "administrative integrity"
were not only quite irrelevant to the purposes and
validity of the Nine-Power Treaty; they not only
ignored the fact that Japan herself was responsible for
the recent adverse change in Manchuria, but they were
assertions on their face most welcome to a nation
which, like Japan, was then engaged in tearing down
the growth which the treaty was intended to build up.*
The Secretary of State goes on:
Trom the beginning of the Manchurian crisis, in
considering all possible influences and sanctions which
conceivably could bring back to the responsible atti-
tude towards the outside world which in former periods
her government had manifested, the sanction which
I had always felt would be most potent of all would
be a belief on her part that in the fundamental prin-
ciples governing this problem the United States of
America and the British Commonwealth of Nations
would see eye to eye and stand side by side. That was
a feeling which I shared not only with the members of
our administration, but with most responsible Ameri-
cans with whom I had discussed this matter. More-
over, it was a belief which Japan herself might well
have acquired by observation of the Anglo-American
co-operation throughout the negotiation of the Nine-
Power Treaty itself at Washington in 1922 as well as
ill